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Dr. Richard Kelly is a board-certified anesthesiologist and clinical professor at the 
University of California, Irvine. Dr. Kelly studied biochemistry and theology as an 
undergraduate at Harvard University. He completed his master’s degree in Public Health 
at U.C. Berkeley and dual professional degrees in Law and Medicine at Stanford 
University.  
  
His research interests include the societal consequences of the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act; the ethical and legal implications of physician fatigue; medical 
professionalism; and national trends in medical malpractice awards. He is associated 
with the Health Policy Research Institute at UC Irvine School of Medicine where he 
teaches classes in Health Politics & Policy. Dr. Kelly also lectures nationally and 
internationally on topics of legal medicine, health policy, and medical ethics. He spends 
the remainder of his academic time teaching medical students, residents, and working 
as an anesthesiologist. 
  
Dr. Kelly is an Editor-in-Chief Emeritus of the Journal of Legal Medicine and a fellow of 
both the American Society of Anesthesiologists and the American College of Legal 
Medicine. He is an active member of the World Association for Medical Law, a member 
of the State Bar of California, and a member of the Bar of the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 
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